THE  OLERK  OT  THE  OHUEOH. 

BT  EEV.  S.  L.  GEEOULD,  HOLLIS,  N.  II. 

'  :ie  importance  of  the  position  of  a 
church  clerk  can  hardly  be  overrated.  If 
it  is  supposed  that  Uny  member  who  could 
write,  and  would  take  it,  is  thereby  quali- 
'fied,  it  betrays  a  lack,  of  understanding  of 
the  duties  of  the  o£ace.  The  clerk  is  not 
simply  the  custodian  of  the  records,  who 
inscribes  therein  some  of  the  more  impor 
taut  transactions  of  the  church,  but,  if  he  is 
what  he  should  be,  he  is  writing  the  present 
history  of  the  church,  and  so  he  ought  to  be 
a  person  with  special  qualifications  for  the 
office.  Many  of  l^ie  transactions  of  the 
church,  and  events  connected  with  it,  which 
he  records,  might  seem  trivial  when  they 
were  entered,  yet  the  time  may  come  when 
they  will  have  great  importance.  A  few 
years  ago,  the  writer  received  a  letter  from 


ila  firm  of  solicitors  in  one  of  the  South 
j  American  States,  asking  the  date  of  bap- 
I  tism  of  an  infant,  born  to  members  of  his 
1  church  more  than  seventy-five  years  before. 
(This  was  needed  to  determine  some  point 
1  in  the  settlement  of  a  large  estate  accumu- 
lated by  this  person  in  that  distant  land. 
But  if  he  were  baptized,  as  he  probably  was, 
jino  record  was  made  of  it,  and  the  date 
j  could  not  be  furnished.  In  one  church 
iwith  which  I  am  acquainted  no  records  of 
]  infant  baptisms  were  made  from  1766  to 
1 1851,  although  the  pastor  in  1802  records 
[that  he  had  baptized  253  since  1793. 

In  all  cases  the  records  should  be  full  and 
I  explicit,  covering  not  only  all  of  the  action 
I  of  the  church  in  its  meetings,  but  the  im- 
j  portaut  events  of  its  current  history,  so  that 
-jy  their  aid  one,  ^'ould  be  able  at  any  time 
I  to  write  its  history.  As  it  is,  in  many  cases 
lit  would  be  impossible  to  do  this.  In  a  cer- 
Itain  church  that  has  raised  up  and' sent  out 
Inearly  a  score  of  ministers,  besides  many 
lothers  who  are  occupying  important  places 
lin  the  church  and  State,  and  noted  in  all 
Ithe  years  for  the^intelligence  of  its  people, 
pthere  Were  forty  consecutive  years  before 
Sjl800,  and  eight  years  following  1850,  when 
I  no  scrap  of  record  was  made,  though  in 
1  those  years  the  church  had  an  active  and 
I  faithful  minister,  and  was  one  of  the  stronger 
I  churches  in  the  State.  This  loss  never  can 
I  be  made  up. 


In  any  church  ti'><^re  ought  to  be  some 
man  or  woman  wlio  should  have  an  interest 
in  such  work,  having  something  of  a  his- 
torical taste.  Such  an  one  would  do  the 
work  well,  and  it  would  be  no  burden.  It 
is  better  that  he  be  not  the  minister,  for  he 
is  the  moderator,  and  is  liable  at  some  time 
to  be  an  interested  party  in  some  of  the 
transactions  of  the  church.  Besides  this, 
in  these  times  his  pastorate  is  generally  so 
short  that  he  does  not  have  the  opportunity 
to  acquire  that  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
church's  past  hfstory  that  would  qualify 
him  to  do  the  work  well.  The  proper  per- 
son being  found  for  the  office,  he  should  be 
continued  in  it  fJ^i'an  indefinite  period. 

The  ideal  church  clerk  will  keep  his  rec- 
ords in  such  a  way  that  he  can  make  to  the 
church  a  full  ariid  accurate  annual  report, 
as  the  history  of  the  church  for  the  previous 
year,  and  to  the  State  statistical  secretjtry — 
for  the  Minutes  and  Year-Book — correct  and 
prompt  returns.  A  complaint  is  sometimes 
made  on  account  of  the  delay  of  these  pub- 
lications, but  in  most  cases  the  cause  is  the 
delay  of  a  few  of  the  clerks  to  send  in  their 
returns.  Besides  the  history  of  the  church, 
the  records  ought  to  contain  a  chronologi- 
cal list  of  all  its  members,  so  indexed 
that  a  name  ca»  be  referred  to  at  once. 
In  case  a  member  dies,  the  date  of  death 
should  be  placed'^gainst  the  name ;  if  dis- 
missed, the  date,  and  the  church  to  which 
he  is  dismissed,  should  be  given  in  this  list. 
"When  a  female  member  marries,  her  hus- 
band's name  should  be  entered  against 
hers.  If  one  of  the  niembers  moves  out  of 
town  without  a  letter,  by  correspondence 
the  clerk  should  keep  informed  of  his  ad- 
dress, and,  so  far  as  he  can,  of  his  spiritual 
life.  He  should  also  keep  a  list  of  the  in- 
fant baptisms,  giving  not  only  the  date,  but 
the  full  name  of  the  child,  of  both  parents, 
and  the  date  of  the  child's  birth.  It  is  also 
well  to  have  a  chronological  list  of  the  min- 
isters, deacons,  clerks,  treasurers,  commit- 
tees, delegates,  etc.,  with  the  date  of  ap- 
pointment and  retirement,  a*id  other  desir 
able  information  against  each  name.  All 
this  involves  work,  but  it  is  important 
work.  The  annual  reports  which  a  clerk 
Imakes  to  the  church  will  show  whether  he 
is  doing  his  dutyi'  faithfully. 
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Families,  M  Y.  P.  8.  C.  E.,  Jaooarj  1,1904. 


Churches. 


Amherst,  First,  . . 
Amherst,  Second, 
Amherst,  College, 
Mission  Branch,. 
Amherst,  North, 
Amherst,  South,. 
Belchertown,  .... 

Enfield,  

Granby,  

Greenwich,   

Hadley,  First,  . . . 
Hadley,  Second,. 

Leverett,  

Packardville,  .... 

Pelham,   

Prescott,  

South  Hadley,. . . 


Superintendents. 


C.  W.  Marshall,  

Maud  L.  Dickinson,. . . 

None,   

Joseph  O.  Thompson,. 
Howard  A.  Parsons,  .  . 
George  O.  Hannum,  . . 
Fred.  L.  Stebbins,  .... 
R.  L.  Thayer,  Smith's, 

W.  A.  Taylor,  

E.  G.  Kelley,  

Martin  L.  Pierce,  

Charles  S.  Abbott,  . . . 

Frank  Field,  

Mrs.  D.  O.  Chickering, 

Ada  Grover,  

W.  F.  Wendermuth,  . . 
Julius  W.  Brown,  

Totals,  .... 


Members. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Families. 

Members  of 
Y.  P.  S.  C.  E. 

285 
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FALL  MEETING 


CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH,  GREENWICH,  MASS. 
•    Tuesday,  October  25,  1904 


General  Topic— Revivals 


A.  M. 

9:  30.     Devotional  Service.    Rev.  J.  C.  Andrus,  Enfield. 
9  :  45.    Oiganization  and  Business. 

[o:  20.    Address,  The  Great  Revivals,  the  Methods  pursued  and 
their  Results.     Rev.  VVm.  E.  Strong,  Amherst. 


10  :  50. 


1 1  :  30. 


12  :  00. 


P.  M. 
I  :  20. 

I  :  30. 


Address,  May  we  expect  Revivals  now. 

Rev.  Richard  Scoles,  Leverett. 

Address,  What  Preparation  may  we  make. 

Rev.  John  F.  Glea.son,  South  Amherst. 

Discussion  of  topic.  Opened  by  Rev.  Wi\i.  A.  Estabrook, 
East  Amherst,  and  Rev.  John  P.  Manwell,  North 
Amherst. 

Dinner. 


AF-TERNOON 
Unfinished  Business. 

Address,  "Christian  Solution  of  the  Race  Problem." 

Rev.  W.  N.  DeBerrv,  Springfield. 
2  :  00.     Discussion  and  Questions. 

2  :  30.    Sermon,  Rev.  Robkri'  C.  Bell,  (Jranby. 

3  :  00.    Communion,  Rev.   Jame.s   B.   Adkins.  Belchertown,  and 

Rev.  Arthur  B.  PArTEN,  South  Hadley. 

3  :  50.  Adjournment. 


Each  Church  is  entitled  to  be  represented  by  Pastor,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  School  and  four  delegates. 

Trains  on  the  Athol  Branch  of  the  B.  &  A.  Railroad  arrive  at 
Greenwich,  from  the  North  at  8.47  a.  m.  and  the  South  9.03  a.  m. 

Trains  leave  Greenwich  for  the  South  at  4.10  p.  m.  and  for  the 
North  at  7.44  p.  m. 

M.  B.  KINGMAN,  Registrar  and  Treasurer. 


Committee  of  Arrangements 
REV.  DAVID  L.  KEBBE 

REV.  J.  COWLES  ANDRUS 

DEA.  WALTER  H.  GLAZIER 
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(Kmi  anJi  (Enufnanl 
%lerp)]ttan  of  Mpmbpra 


INCORPOKATED  FEBRUARY    15,  l!JO<! 


CREED  AND  COVENANT 

AN  n 

FORM  OF  SERVICE 

FOR 

RECEPTION   OF  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

Congregational  Church 

ENFIELD,  MASS. 
ADOPTED  JANUARY   35,  lOOO 


WARE,  MASS. 
Wake  RrvEK  News  Print 


Sec.  3. — A  Clerk  shall  be  elected  at  each  An- 
nual Meeting  to  serve  one  year,  who  shall  make 
a  record  of  all  the  business  meetings  of  the  Church 
and  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually  pertain 
to  that  office. 

Sec.  4. — A  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  at  each 
Annual  Meeting  to  serve  one  year,  who  shall  keep 
separate  accounts  as  follows: 

(a)  Of  all  money  contributed  at  the  Lord's 
Supper,  which  shall  be  devoted  to  the  expenses 
of  the  Table,  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  Con- 
ference and  Association  taxes,  to  be  expended, 
except  for  the  last,  upon  approval  of  the  Church 
Committee. 

(b)  Money  raised  for  the  objects  of  Christian 
benevolence,  to  be  paid  by  him  to  the  several 
persons  or  societies  entitled  thereto  as  the  Church 
or  Church  Committee  may  approve. 

(c)  Money  raised  for  the  support  of  public 
worship  and  other  Church  expenses,  to  be  paid 
out  only  on  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

All  the  Treasurer's  accounts  shall  be  kept  dis- 
tinct from  all  other  accounts,  and  all  deposits 
made  by  him  and  all  checks  drawn  by  him  shall 
be  in  the  name  of  the  Church. 

Sec.  5. — The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  consist  of 
five  persons  to   be   chosen  at  the   first  Annual 


Meeting,  as  follows :  Two  to  serve  one  year  and 
three  to  serve  two  years,  and  at  each  succeeding 
Annual  Meeting  as  many  shall  be  chosen  to  serve 
two  years  as  shall  be  necessary  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies regularly  occurring. 

Three  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

The  Board  shall  meet  the  first  Tuesday  after 
each  Annual  Meeting,  elect  a  Chairman  and 
Clerk  to  hold  office  for  the  ensuing  year. 

A  full  statement  in  writing  of  all  its  business 
transactions  shall  be  presented  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Church. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  have  the  care  of 
all  the  property  of  the  Church,  may  receive  all 
legacies,  properties  and  trust  funds,  and  invest  the 
same  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church  ;  shall  raise  the 
funds  necessary  to  pay  the  annual  expenses,  pro- 
vide temporary  supplies  for  the  pulpit,  and  have 
general  management  of  its  financial  affairs,  except 
those  relating  to  its  benevolent  offerings,  and 
shall  present  an  annual  budget  for  the  considera- 
tion and  action  of  the  Church  at  its  Annual  Meet- 
ing. In  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  remov- 
al of  any  officer  of  this  Church,  the  Church  Com- 
mittee and  Trustees  acting  together  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  some  member  of  the  Church  to 
fill  the  vacancy  until  a  successor  is  duly  elected. 
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Sec.  6. — An  Auditor  shall  be  elected  at  each 
Annual  Meeting  to  serve  one  year,  whose  duty 
shall  be  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Treas- 
urer, and  such  other  accounts  as  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  him,  and  certify  the  same. 

Sec.  7. — The  Board  of  Deacons  shall  consist 
of  four  or  more  persons  who  shall  be  chosen  as 
follows:  At  the  first  Annual  Meeting  two  shall  be 
elected  to  serve  one  year  and  two  for  two  years, 
and  at  each  succeeding  Annual  Meeting  two  shall 
be  elected  to  serve  two  years. 

Sec.  8. — The  Church  Committee  shall  consist 
of  the  Pastor,  Deacons,  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath  School,  with  three  other 
members  of  the  Church  to  be  elected  at  each 
Annual  Meeting  to  serve  one  year.  It  shall  be 
its  duty  to  examine  candidates  for  admission  to 
membership  of  the  Church,  attend  to  matters  of 
discipline,  and  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
for  their  prosecution,  and  such  other  business  as 
may  be  referred  to  it  by  the  Church.  The  Pastor 
shall  be  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee. 

ARTICLE  III. 
MEETINGS. 

Section  1. — The  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Church  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 


December,  and  ri'jtice  thereof  shall  be  given  by 
posting  a  warrant  for  such  meeting,  signed  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  near  one  of  the  entrances  of 
the  osnal  place  of  worship  at  least  »eveo  days  be- 
fore the  time  of  said  meeting,  and  by  announce- 
ment from  its  palpit,  at  which  time  the  rales  may 
be  read  and  all  annual  officers  of  the  Church  shall 
be  chosen. 

The  Church  Committee  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  Church  shall  present  reports  for  the  year 
closing,  the  same  to  be  placed  on  file  by  the 
Clerk.  Any  other  business  which  may  be 
pointed  or  proper  may  be  transacted  at  this 
meeting. 

Sec.  2. —         ^  '.-■■:''■/■.  ^y 

thcBoardc'T  .  > 
members  i '  - 

of  Trustees  tc  :.t  »ame.    Ihe  sarr 

for  such  spe-  -all  be  gtve 

quired  iyx  the    ...  v,  and  shall  ; 

purpose  for  which  it  iis  csMed,    Provided,  v  -.* 
special  meetings  for  the  transaction  of  bus:  - : 
relating  to  the  fellowship  of  the  Churches  ; 
appointing  delegates  to  Councils,  Conferences, 
etc^)  may  be  called  by  the  Pastor,  or  Clerk,  with- 
out notice. 

No  bosiaess  connected  with  the  discipline  of 
members,  or  other  important  matters  shall  be 
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acted  upon  at  any  meeting  of  the  Church  unless 
notice  is  given  on  the  Sunday  previous  to  the 
meeting  of  the  business  to  be  brought  before  the 
Church,  but  routine  business,  such  as  the  choice 
of  delegates,  and  the  dismission  of  members,  may 
be  attended  to  at  any  Sabbath  service  or  at  the 
regular  weekly  prayer  meeting. 

Any  delegate  chosen  by  the  Church  who  can- 
not attend  to  the  duty  assigned  may  appoint  a 
substitute. 

Sec.  3. — Only  resident  members  in  full  and 
regular  standing  who  have  attained  the  age  of 
twenty- one  years  are  entitled  to  vote  at  corpo- 
rate meetings. 

Sec.  4. — All  elections  and  questions  shall  be 
decided  by  a  majority  of  votes  given  by  members 
present  and  entitled  to  vote  and  voting  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Church  duly  noticed. 

Sec.  5. — Ten  members  entitled  to  vote  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

ADMISSION   OF  MEMBERS. 
Section  1  — Persons    wishing    to    join  this 
Church  by  profession  shall  be  examined  by  the 
Church  Committee,  and,    if  approved,  shall  be 
propounded  at  least  two  weeks  previous  to  their 
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admission,  and  upon  fdvorable  vote,  shall  become 
members  by  giving  assent  to  the  Confession  of 
Faith  and  Covenant  of  this  Church. 

Sec.  2. — The  names  of  persons  presenting 
letters  of  recommendation  to  and  seeking  admis- 
sion into  membership  of  this  Church  shall  be 
propounded  at  least  two  weeks  previous  to 
action  of  the  Church,  and,  if  no  valid  objection  is 
made  and  sustained,  shall  be  received  upon  vote 
of  the  Church  and  a-sent  to  its  Covenant. 

Sec.  3. — Members  in  regular  standing  of  other 
Churches,  residing  with  us,  shall  be  invited  to 
commune  with  us  for  one  year.  After  that,  if  they 
expect  to  continue  their  residence  with  us,  they 
are  requested  to  remove  their  Church  relation  and 
unite  with  us  in  full  communion  and  fellowship. 

ARTICLE  V. 

DISMISSION    OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  1. — Every  member  of  this  Church 
removing  from  its  limits  is  expected  within  one 
year  to  connect  himself  with  some  evangelical 
Church  in  the  vicinity  of  his  residence,  and  if  one 
fail  to  do  so  without  good  and  sufficient  reason 
rendered,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  an  unqualified 
certificate  of  good  standing. 

Sec.  2. — No  letter  of  dismission  shall  be 
granted  to  any  member  without  specifying  the 
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Church  for  which  it  is  designed,  and  every  letter 
of  recommendation  shall  be  directed  and  sent  to 
the  Pastor  of  the  Church  for  which  it  is  intended. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

DROPPING  NAMES  FROM  ROLL. 

Immediately  after  the  Annual  Meeting,  absent 
members,  if  their  residence  is  known,  shall  be 
notified  of  the  provisions  of  Article  V.,  Section  1, 
and  all  who  fail  to  apply  for  letters,  or  to  give  a 
satisfactory  reason  for  not  so  doing,  within  a  year, 
shall  be  considered  as  not  wishing  to  continue 
membership,  and  may  thereupon  be  dropped 
from  our  membership  by  a  majority  vote  at  a 
regularly  called  meeting. 

ARTICLE  VII. 


DISCIPLINE. 

Sfction  1. — In  cases  of  discipline,  the  direc- 
tions of  Matt.  18:  15-17  shall  be  observed  in 
regard  to  private  offences.  Public  offences  shall 
be  referred  to  the  Church  Committee,  which  shall 
investigate  and  report  on  the  same  to  the  Church. 

Sec.  2. — No  sentence  of  any  kind  or  degree 
shall  be  passed  except  after  fair  trial  and  vote  of 
the  Church  at  a  regularly  called  meeting. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

THE  lord's  supper. 
The  Lord's  Supper  shall  usually  be  celebrated 
on  the  first  Sunday  of  every  alternate  month  be- 
ginning with  January,  and  at  such  other  times  as 
may  seem  best  to  the  Church  Committee. 

ARTICLE  IX. 
OFFICERS  OF  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

Section  1. — The  Officers  of  the  Sunday 
School  shall  be  Superintendent,  Assistant  Super- 
intendent, Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Librarian 
and  such  others  as  may  be  necessary. 

Sec.  2. — The  Superintendent  and  Assistant 
Superintendent  shall  be  members  of  the  Church 
in  good  and  regular  standing. 

Sec.  3. — The  Superintendent  and  Assistant 
Superintendent  shall  and  all  others  of  the  officers 
may  be  elected  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Church,  at  which  time  all  of  the  officers  shall 
render  their  annual  reports. 

ARTICLE  X. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  NON-MEMBERS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

Persons  of  adult  age  who  have  been  regular 
attendants  upon  the  Church  services  and  contrib- 
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utors  to  its  support  during  the  year  previous  to 
any  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Church,  and  are  them- 
selves not  members  of  the  Church,  may  be  ac- 
corded the  privilege  of  participating  in  the  discus- 
sions of  the  Corporate  Meetings  of  the  Church, 
and  their  votes  may  be  recorded  in  any  manner 
that  is  lawful  and  consistent  with  the  Statutes 
under  which  this  Church  is  incorporated. 

ARTICLE  XI. 
AMENDMENTS. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any 
Annual  Meeting,  provided  written  notice  of  the 
amendment  proposed  shall  be  given  for  at  least 
one  month  before  the  Annual  Meeting  by  posting 
the  same  in  a  conspicuous  place  near  one  of  the 
entrances  of  the  usual  place  of  worship,  and  read- 
ing the  same  from  the  pulpit  for  two  Sundays 
previous  to  the  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

CREED  AND  COVENANT. 

The  Creed  and  Covenant  and  form  of  reception 
of  members  of  this  Church  shall  be  the  same  as 
before  its  incorporation,  and  which  are  hereto 
appended  and  made  part  of  these  By-Laws. 


THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CREED 


OF  1883 

Formulated  by  a  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Congregational 
Churches. 


I.  We  believe  in  one  God,  the  Father  Al- 
mighty, Maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  of  all 
things  visible  and  invisible  ; 

And  in  Jesus  Christ,  his  only  Son.  our  Lord, 
who  is  of  one  substance  with  the  Father ;  by 
whom  all  things  were  made ; 

And  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Lord  and  Giver  of 
life,  who  is  sent  from  the  Father  and  Son,  and  who, 
together  with  the  Father  and  Son,  is  worshiped 
and  glorified. 

n.  We  believe  that  the  Providence  of  God,  by 
which  he  executes  his  eternal  purposes  in  the 
government  of  the  world,  is  in  and  over  all  events  ; 
yet  so  that  the  freedom  and  responsibility  of  man 
are  not  impaired,  and  sin  is  the  act  of  the  creature 
alone. 

in.  We  believe  that  man  was  made  in  the 
image  of  God,  that  he  might  know,  love  and  obey 
God,  and  enjoy  him  forever;  that  our  first  parents 
by  disobedience  fell  under  the  righteous  condem- 
nation of  God ;  and  that  all  men  are  so  alienated 
from  God  that  there  is  no  salvation  from  the  guilt 
and  power  of  sin,  except  through  God's  redeeming 
grace. 

IV.  We  believe  that  God  would  have  all  men 
return  to  him ;   that  to  this  end  he  has  made  him- 
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self  known,  not  ohiy  through  the  works  of  nature, 
the  course  of  his  providence,  and  the  consciences 
of  men,  but  also  through  supernatural  revelations 
made  especially  to  a  chosen  pe' pie,  and  above  all, 
when  the  fullness  of  time  was  come,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  his  Son. 

V.  We  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  are  the  record  of  God's  reve- 
lations of  himself  in  the  work  of  redemption  ;  that 
they  were  written  by  men  under  the  special 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  that  they  are  able  to 
make  wise  unto  salvation ;  and  that  they  consti- 
tute the  authoritative  standard  by  which  religious 
teaching  and  human  conduct  are  to  be  regulated 
and  judged. 

VI.  We  believe  that  the  love  of  God  to  sinful 
men  has  found  its  highest  expression  in  the  re- 
demptive work  of  his  Son,  who  became  man, 
uniting  his  divine  nature  with  our  human  nature  m 
one  person  ;  who  was  tempted  like  other  men,  yet 
without  sin;  who,  by  his  humiliation,  his  holy 
obedience,  his  sufferings,  his  death  on  the  cross, 
and  his  resurrection,  became  a  perfect  Redeemer  ; 
whose  sacrifice  of  himself  for  the  sins  of  the  world 
declares  the  righteousness  of  God,  and  is  the  sole 
and  sufficient  ground  of  forgiveness  and  of  recon- 
ciliation with  him. 

VII.  We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ,  after  he  had 
risen  from  the  dead,  ascended  into  heaven,  where, 
as  the  one  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  he 
carries  forward  his  work  of  saving  men  ;  that  he 
sends  the  Holy  Spirit  to  convict  them  of  sin,  and  to 
lead  them  to  repentance  and  faith  ;  and  that  those 
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who  through  renewing  grace  turn  to  righteous- 
ness, and  trust  in  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Redeemer, 
receive  for  his  sake  the  forgiveness  of  their  sins,  and 
are  made  the  children  of  God. 

VIII.  We  beUeve  that  those  who  are  thus  re- 
generated and  justified  grow  in  sanctified  character 
through  fellowship  with  Christ,  the  indwelling  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  obedience  to  the  truth  ;  that  a 
holy  life  is  the  fruit  and  evidence  of  saving  faith; 
and  that  the  believer's  hope  of  continuance  in  such 
a  lift  is  in  the  preserving  grace  of  God. 

IX.  We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  came  to  es- 
tablish among  men  the  kingdom  of  God,  the  reign 
of  truth  and  love,  righteousness  and  peace;  that  to 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Head  of  this  kingdom,  Christians 
are  directly  responsible  in  faith  and  conduct ;  and 
that  to  him  all  have  immediate  access  without 
mediatorial  or  priestly  intervention. 

X.  We  believe  that  the  Church  of  Christ,  in- 
visible and  spiritual,  comprises  all  true  believers, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  associate  themselves  in 
churches,  for  the  maintenance  of  worship,  for  the 
promotion  of  spiritual  growth  and  fellowship,  and 
for  the  conversion  of  men  ;  that  these  churches, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  in 
fellowship  with  one  another,  may  determine — 
each  for  itself — their  organization,  statements  of 
belief,  and  forms  of  worship  ;  may  appoint  and  set 
apart  their  own  ministers,  and  should  co-operate 
in  the  work  which  Christ  has  committed  to  them 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  gospel  throughout  the 
world. 

XI.  We  believe  in  the  observance   of  the 
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Lord's  Day  as  a  day  of  holy  rest,  and  worship  ;  in 
the  ministry  of  the  Word  ;  and  in  the  two  Sacra- 
ments which  Christ  has  appointed  for  his  Church  : 
Baptism,  to  be  administered  to  believers  and  their 
children,  as  the  sign  of  cleansing  from  sin,  of 
union  to  Christ,  and  of  the  impartation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  a  symbol  of  his 
atoning  death,  a  seal  of  its  efficacy  and  a  means 
whereby  he  confirms  and  strengthens  the  spiritual 
union  and  communion  of  believers  with  himself 

XIL  We  believe  in  the  ultimate  prevalence  of 
the  kingdom  of  Christ  over  all  the  earth  ;  in  the 
glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Sa- 
viour Jesus  Christ ;  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  ; 
and  in  a  final  judgment,  the  issues  of  which  are 
everlasting  punishment  and  everlasting  life. 


FORM  OF  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RECEPTION  OF  MEMBERS 


At  the  opening  of  the  Communion  service  all 
candidates  for  membership  will  take  seats  at  the 
front  of  the  congregation. 

(Those  who  would  unite  with  the  Church  by  confession  will  rise,  to 
whom  the  minister  shall  say:) 

"  What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his 
benefits  toward  me?  1  will  take  the  cup  of  salva- 
tion and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  will 
pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord  now  in  the  presence  of 
his  people." 

"  Whosoever  therefore  shall  confess  me  before 
men,  him  will  I  confess  also  before  my  Father 
which  is  in  heaven." 

"  For  with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto 
righteousness ;  and  with  the  mouth  confession  is 
made  unto  salvation." 

Dearly  beloved,  called  of  God  to  be  his  children 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  you  are  here,  that 
in  the  presence  of  God  and  his  people  you  may 
enter  into  the  fellowship  .ind  communion  of  his 
Chui  ch. 

You  do  truly  repent  of  your  sins ; 

You  heartily  receive  Jesus  Christ  as  your  cru- 
cified Saviour  and  risen  Lord; 

You  consecrate  yourselves  unto  God  and  your 
lives  to  his  service  ; 
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You  accept  his  word  as  your  law,  his  Spirit  as 
your  Comforter  and  Guide  ;  and  trusting  in  his 
grace  to  confirm  and  strengthen  you  in  all 
goodness ; 

You  promise  to  do  God's  holy  will, and  to  walk 
with  his  Church  in  the  truth  and  peace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 

You  purpose  to  work  for  the  salvation  of  this 
community  as  God  shall  lead  you  ; 

To  be  regular  and  faithful  in  attendance  upon 
the  meetings  of  this  church,  and  to  bear  your  part 
in  its  activities ; 

To  do  what  in  you  lies  to  lift  up  the  fallen  and 
help  the  weak ; 

To  actively  oppose  by  word  and  deed  every 
evil  in  the  community  ; 

To  cheeriully  bear  your  share  of  the  burdens, 
responsibilities  and  sacrifices  involved  in  carrying 
on  the  work  of  this  church? 

( Response  of  candidates  :    I  do.) 

Accepting,  according  to  the  measure  of  your 
understanding  of  it,  the  system  of  Christian  truth 
as  set  forth  in  the  Word  of  God  and  interpreted  to 
your  conscience  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  you  join  with 
ancient  saints,  with  the  church  throughout  the 
world,  with  us,  your  fellow-believers,  in  humbly 
and  heartily  confessing  your  faith  in  the  Gospel, 
saying, — 

"  I  believe  in  God,  the  Father  Almighty, 
MaUer  of  heaven  and  earth.  And  in  Jesus  Christ, 
his  only  Son,  our  Lord,  who  was  conceived  by  the 
Holy  Ghost;  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary;  suffered 
under    Pontius    Pilate,    was   crucified,  dead  and 
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buried  ;  the  third  day  he  arose  from  the  dead  ;  he 
ascended  into  heaven,  and  sitteth  at  the  right 
hand  of  God,  the  Father  Almighty;  from  thence 
he  shall  come  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead.  I 
believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost;  the  holy,  catholic 
Church;  the  communion  of  saints  ;  the  forgiveness 
of  sins;  the  resurrection  of  the  body  and  the 
life  everlasting.  Amen." 

(The  ordinance  of  baptism  will  then  be  administered  to  those  who  have 
not  received  it,  who  will  be  thus  addressed  :) 

You  who  have  not  received  baptism,  do  now 
submit  to  this  ordinance  "  as  little  children  "  and 
confess  Christ  before  men,  and  engage  to  be  his 
disciples. 

(Response  of  candidates:  I  do.) 

(Here  those  who  have  been  baptized  in  infancy  will  be  addressed  as 
follows :) 

You,  who  in  childhood  were  devoted  to  God  in 
baptism,  do  hereby  ratify  that  act  of  your  parents, 
and  personally  renew  the  consecration  which  was 
made  in  your  behalf. 

(Response  of  candidates  :   I  do.) 

(Then  should  rise  those  who  would  unite  with  the  church  by  letter.  To 
them  the  minister  should  say :) 

Confessing  the  Lord  whom  we  unitedly  wor- 
ship, you  do  now  renew  your  self-consecration,  and 
join  with  us  cordially  in  this,  our  Christian  faith 
and  covenant. 

(Response  of  the  candidates:   I  do.) 

(The  members  of  the  church  present  should  rise  and  join  with  the  min- 
ister in  reading  the  following :) 
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We  welcome  you  to  our  fellowship.  We  prom- 
ise to  watch  over  you  with  Christian  love.  God 
grant  that,  loving  and  being  loved,  serving  and 
being  served,  blessing  and  being  blessed,  we  may 
be  prepared,  while  we  dwell  together  on  earth,  for 
the  perfect  communion  of  the  saints  in  heaven. 

"  Now  the  God  of  peace  who  brought  again 
from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  great  Shep- 
herd of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  ever- 
lasting covenant,  make  you  perfect  in  every  good 
work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is 
well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ, 
to  whom  be  glory  forever  and  ever.  Amen." 

(Here  the  minister  shall  give  to  each  candidate  the  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship, with  fitting  words  of  welcome,  after  which  he  shall  say:) 

'•  For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  unto  the 
Father  from  whom  every  family  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  is  named,  that  he  would  grant  you,  accord- 
ing to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  that  ye  may  be 
strengthened  with  power  through  his  Spirit  in 
the  inward  man  ;  that  Christ  may  dwell  in  your 
hearts  through  faith,  to  the  end  that  ye,  being 
rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  strong  to 
apprehend  with  all  the  saints  what  is  the  breadth 
and  length  and  height  and  depth,  and  to  know 
the  love  of  Christ  which  passeth  knowledge,  that 
ye  may  be  filled  unto  all  the  fullness  of  God. 

"  Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding 
abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  ac- 
cording to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto 
him  be  the  glory  in  the  Church  and  in  Christ 
Jesus  unto  all  generations  forever  and  ever. 
Amen." 
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MORNING  SERVICE  AT  10.45. 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AT  NOON. 
EVENING  SERVICE  AT  7. 


Whosoever  thou  art  who  worshipest  in  this  church,  enter  it  not 
without  the  spirit  of  reverence,  and  leave  it  not  without 
prayer  to  God  for  thyself,  for  those  who  minister 
and  for  those  who   worship  here. 


^UNBAY  <5cHOOL  &-fttr  mommcj  Service,, 
We  befjm  a  new  Qua)^t^r  cnid  cv  n<-w  Vt^^R's  les- 
Vou  ore  cova'»tt)(ij  Invit-ed  lobe  with  uS. 

IHE  ANNUAL  Roll  call  wiu  come/ 

this  aftei'nooii  at  3  o'clock—    w/ tine  . 
Sacrament  <>'i  the  LoRQS  Supp£ft  -   L e t  ? \/e r 
iTiem  bev  of  t(ie  cKuvch  be  jriresent  so  foe  as 

■>ne\nbers  of  the  contjregat ion 
are  invited  H  iTveet  wyith  us—  a-nd  ctU  Chvt'stitmA 
Tr  j-icivt  1  CI  ^^u^e    uit  Ihe  5acrumanl, 
Five  new  iTienT  bei'b  w^/ai  be  received  - 
Th^ire  vviU  be  no  evei^vi-iq  svivuice  - 


The  Woivi>>.N'&  Ml  ss>oiMftRV  .Society  wtH  i-»necT  xni^^  H^s^ 
J.  £.  Woods-  Thurs-  a'fteTnoiPn  at  3  o'clock - 

ANiviUAu  Ll£ct\o\nI  or  oFt^ic^B  S  . 
WEEK  OF  FRAVE-K- UNION  Sl^y ^C^S-IMU^ 

jVioN^    Cor»C|1  C(;;aj-iei-  >A\*.  StvCitt on  I eucii ncj - 
To|ii'<^  i5>  tf)C(t  of  C-£-      "He  5olutiOT»S  V$  Ke4cilution- 
Acts  U  ;  l^t-J^-  Josh  •  24V  iH-ai*. 
luE  s  -  ytethoUist  \^estY\j-  Mr.,Slocm  lecidi'i-ycj - 
Tofiic-  The  Scene  tn  ^he  U^y^er  Ch^iM^beV- U.:ia:i-3<\Jn,ia_ 
Wgo ,  School  Hou&e  .  Wh*.  Mrcttton  («a<llT»cj~ 
To|i(o  ('&  tbtit  o'^  k}iyvo4h  leatjwe-  The  T>'oct\cal  Mecin- 
x-nc^  oi  Solvciti'oi  niCfjVist  W  vJS  who  cu'e  L05>T. 

URS_.    Concj'l   Chajiei-  "Mr.  Sloco^  |eo<itn^- 
Top*c-  Tlie  Wi'se  aji<l  the  Foolisf^  V/vQi'-ns -^/!^a5■;<-V3. 
Ffi>  QAV  -.  Me H-t o<i I'sT  Vestri^.  Mr.  Strotto>i  (eodrntj - 

of  S«ic<ie5Seb  m  t+>ei-ki  selves  aivi  to  yoo— 
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